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Quarterly Update

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

EQIP is the primary program available to farmers for farm and
woodland conservation work, offering payments for over 90 basic
conservation practices. Applications are accepted on a continuous,
year-round basis. Applications received by November 4, 2022 will
be evaluated and considered for potential funding in Fiscal Year
2023. Contact Melissa Bartz, melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for more
information.

Conservation Stewardship Program

CSP provides assistance to landowners who practice good steward-
ship on their land and are willing to take additional steps over the
next five years to further enhance their stewardship efforts. Appli-
cations are accepted on a continuous year-round basis. Applica-
tions received by March 17, 2023, will be evaluated and consid-
ered for funding in Fiscal Year 2023 for CSP Classic sign-up. Contact
Melissa Bartz, melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for more information.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program

The Regional Conservation Partnership Program promotes coordi-
nation between NRCS and its partners to deliver conservation as-
sistance to producers and landowners. NRCS provides assistance
to producers through partnership agreements and through pro-
gram contracts or easement agreements. Current active projects
for water quality improvement are located within the Ocono-
mowoc River, Milwaukee River and Yahara River watersheds, Drift-
less Area to improve fish and wildlife habitat, stream and riparian
habitat, and select counties in Northern Wisconsin to improve
Golden-winged and Kirtland’s warblers’ habitats, and select areas
of Southern Wisconsin to improve soil health and protect agricul-
turally productive farmland. Contact Melissa Bartz,
melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for more information.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) focuses
on restoring and protecting wetlands, conserving productive agri-
cultural lands and conserving grasslands. Landowners are compen-
sated for enrolling their land in easements. Applications for the
ACEP are taken on a continuous basis, and they are ranked and
considered for funding one time a year. The application deadline
for 2023 ACEP proposals and projects was October 31,2022 and
IRA projects was March 17, 2023. There are 8 applications receiv-
ing offers with several more anticipated through IRA. Contact

Dave Gundlach, david.gundlach@usda.gov, for more information.

NRCS Programs Financial Update

Program

Environmental Financial
Quality Assistance $333 M $1.8 M *b¢
Incentives Obligated
Program (EQIP)
Contracts 1073 69 <
Conservation Financial
Stewardship Assistance $155M $8,501,221°
Program (CSP) Obligated
New Contracts 273 0°¢
Renewal
Contracts 217 291
Agricultural Financial
Conservation Assistance $404,088 $304,000
Easement Obligated
Program—
Agricultural Parcels 3 1
z.and Easements
ACEP—ALE)*Includes
RCPP ALE in brackets | €res A A
Agricultural Financial
Conservation Assistance S3.3 M S4.0M
Easement Obligated
Program— B
Wetland Reserve Easements 5 0
Easements .
(ACEP-WRE) Acres 478 0
Emergency Financial
Watershed Assistance $3.4 M 0
Protection Reserve
Program—
Floodplain Proposed
Easements Easements g 0
(EWPP-FPE)
Proposed Acres 556 0
Regional Financial
Conservation Assistance S3.0M o°
Partnership Allocation
Program (RCPP)
Contracts 110 o°
Acres 2,712 o°
Easement
Parcels 3 0°
Easement Acres 362.3 0°
Easement
Financial $1.3 M 0°
Assistance

®Includes initiatives and special funding.

®|nitiatives and special funding allocations have not

been determined yet.
‘Funding decisions not yet complete for the fiscal year.
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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

Dynamic Forests for Birds and Wildlife
in the Great Lakes

The webinars in this 3-part series will introduce the dynamic
forest concept in the Great Lakes region; discuss the benefits of
active forest management for forest health, wildlife, and birds,
and to share information on cost share funding for private land-
owner projects in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.

Consulting foresters, forestry workers, natural resource manag-
ers, landowners, hunters, bird watchers and beyond, are en-
couraged to virtually-attend.

Those interested in attending part 3 of the webinar series on
March 30, 2023, can visit: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/
regional-conservation-partnership-program-improving-forest-
habitat-for-wildlife-resources-in

Wisconsin NRCS Announces Extension for
Conservation Stewardship Program Applications

The Wisconsin U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) extended the previous-
ly announced Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) sign-up
date. The new application deadline for CSP sign-ups was March
17, 2023. This extension was due to the recent announcement
of additional funding made available through the Inflation Re-
duction Act (IRA). Through CSP, Wisconsin NRCS helps farmers,
and forest landowners earn payments for expanding conserva-
tion activities while maintaining agricultural production on their
land. For more information visit: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/wisconsin/news/
wisconsin-nrcs-announces-march-17-2023

USDA Invests More than $48.6 Million to Manage
Risks, Combat Climate Change

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will invest more
than $48.6 million this year through the Joint Chiefs’ Landscape
Restoration Partnership for projects that mitigate wildfire risk,
improve water quality, restore forest ecosystems, and ulti-
mately contribute to USDA’s efforts to combat climate change.
This year, the USDA Forest Service and Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) will invest in projects, including 14
new projects, bringing together agricultural producers, forest
landowners, and National Forest System lands to improve for-
est health using available Farm Bill conservation programs and
other authorities. The Northeast Wisconsin Forestry and Wild-
life Partnership is amongst these projects. This project will ad-
dress wildfire threats, water quality, and wildlife habitat by
removing down wood, treating invasive species in disturbed
areas, and establishing trees as necessary. Learn more at:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/usda-invests-more-than-486-
million-to-manage-risks-combat-climate-change

o

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

USDA Seeking Applications to Expand Conservation
Assistance to Underserved Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking applica-
tions for projects that will improve outreach to underserved
producers and underserved communities about conservation
programs and services and opportunities for students to pur-
sue careers in agriculture, natural resources and related sci-
ences. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
is offering up to $70 million in cooperative agreements with
entities for two-year projects that encourage participation in
NRCS programs, especially in underserved communities and
among urban and small-scale producers. Proposals are due
April 27, 2023. For more information visit: https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/usda-seeking-applications-to-
expand-conservation-assistance-to-underserved-producers

Wisconsin NRCS Accepting Proposals for
2023 Conservation Innovation Grants

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) in Wisconsin, announced the availa-
bility of $500,000 in Wisconsin Conservation Innovation Grants
(CIG) funding to stimulate the development and adoption of
innovative conservation approaches and technologies. All non-
Federal entities and individuals are invited to apply, with the
sole exception of Federal agencies. Project proposal applica-
tions are due May 5, 2023. For more information visit: https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-
state/wisconsin/news/wisconsin-nrcs-accepting-proposals-for

NRCS Features Wisconsin Women in Conservation
Through #WHM Twitter Campaign

Wisconsin NRCS created a “Women’s History Month (HWHM)”
Twitter campaign which spotlights some of the women in our
state who are making a difference through conservation and lead-
ership. You can view these spotlights here: https://twitter.com/
NRCS Wi

GovDelivery

Get the news first! Individuals can enroll in GovDelivery to receive
up-to-date notifications by e-mail when new information be-
comes available about any state or national NRCS topic you
choose. If you sign-up for these automatic updates, you will only
receive notifications you specify and you may unsubscribe at any
time. Sign up for Wisconsin updates by visiting: https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/
topics?qsp=USDAFARMERS_ WI.
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 4, 2023

TO: LWCB members and advisors

FROM: Jill Schoen, DNR

SUBJECT: DNR Update, February - March 2023, for April LWCB meeting

Storm Water Program Update

Modification to the non-metallic mining general permit was put out for public notice in early March. The
modification was proposed to address new information that the department received. Modifications are
limited to:

*  Modify the sampling frequency for pH, TSS, and additives for new non-industrial sand mines
(e.g., aggregate mines) to be consistent with the pH, TSS, and additives sampling required for
existing facilities.

» Delay the requirement for metals monitoring for discharges of process wastewater to groundwater
until the second year of the permit.

* Delay the due date for discharge screening results for discharges of process wastewater to surface
water by 90 days.

*  Correction of minor typographical errors limited to a misspelled word and a missing space
between two words.

The Transportation Construction General Permit was also public noticed in early March. This permit
covers construction activities under the direction and supervision of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation.

The department will be holding a public hearing for antidegradation rulemaking efforts in May.

CAFO Program Update

*  The 2023 CAFO workshops concluded in February. Despite weekly February snowstorms, six
workshops were held and well attended. It is the first time the workshops have been in person
since the pandemic.

* The department was able to fill the vacant review engineer position internally. Congratulations
Tony Salituro! The department is working on refilling the resulting intake FTE position as soon
as possible.

*  Yearly NMP Updates were March 31 for most permittees. DNR staff are beginning review of
those now.
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NPS Grants Update

Applications and instructions for 2024 grants are available on our websites.
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Aid/TargetedRunoff. html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Aid/UrbanNonpoint.html

Applications are due on April 17, 2023.

If you were unable to attend the webinar or would like a refresher, the recording to the webinars are
available here:

TRM Grant Application Webinar

UNPS-Planning Grant Webinar

Nine Key Element Watershed Based Plans Update
DNR has dedicated funds to support the development of two (possibly three) 9KE plans.






